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Abstract

The Japanese Constitution states, “Freedom of religion is guaranteed to all. No religious
organization shall receive any privileges from the State, nor exercise any political
authority”(Article 20). Some Christians in Japan, National Christian Council in Japan (NCC), for
example, have often protested against the linkage between Japan as a Nation and religious
corporations like Shinto Shrines, claiming that such a relationship violates Article 20 of the
Constitution.

However, the same NCC has heavily been involved with apparently political and social issues.
For instance, it has consistently sent messages against the Japanese Emperor System. Also, it has
always been a strong supporter of the so-called Foreign Residents’ Basic Law.

In this paper, I will point out the risks which politically-oriented Japanese Christians are
bringing upon their fellow believers. Also, I would like to argue that such risks may lead Japanese
Christians and Japan as a Nation into danger in the current international environment. Finally, I
will conclude this paper with the humble suggestion that Christian Churches, having pastors and
priests as their leaders, should focus on evangelism, rather than on political and social issues. This

way, Churches, as they should be Houses of Prayer, will more effectively fulfill their missions.
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