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The semantic function and word-formation function of “Hu” and “Hi

”»”

-From two and three Chinese characters’ complex words-
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Abstract

“Hu” and “Hi” are used as negative Word-formation morphemes, and the authors try to
find out the differences among the word-formation functions and semantic functions of
“Hu” and “Hi”. In this paper, the authors group the two and three Chinese characters’
complex words of “Hu” and “Hi” by meaning. According to analyze the word-formation
functions and semantic functions of “Hu” and “Hi” until the early modern period, the
authors demonstrate the similarities and differences of the “Hu” and “Hi”. The
negative meanings of “Hu” and “Hi” are similar, but the proclitic of them are different.
By analyze the word-formation function, we find that the three Chinese characters’
complex words of “Hu” had been used before the early modern period, but only two

Chinese character’s complex words of “Hi” had been used before the period.
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