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Some thoughts on the Christian Evangelism in Japan
— What does Paul Rusch, Father of Kiyosato, tell us about? —

g H
Tomoko KATO

Abstract

The person who laid foundation of modern Kiyosato (Yamanashi Prefecture, Japan)
was Paul RUSCH, an American lay missionary of the Anglican Church. He introduced
know-hows about the modern agriculture and tourism to Kiyosato after World War 1I.
Kiyosato’s post-war success is mainly due to Rusch’s first-class effort, thanks to which
the area continues attracting tourists from regions like Kanto and Chubu in Japan.

Being a Christian missionary full of passion, he built St. Andrew’s Church in
Kiyosato, hoping that one day Christianity would prevail in Kiyosato and Japan. How
successful has this endeavor been? Why has the Christian population in Japan
remained small despite the efforts by passionate missionaries like Rusch? Can we find
any similarities among the Christian and Japanese cultural traditions? How will the
religious landscape change once Christianity becomes a major religion in Japan?

With these research questions in mind, and taking Kiyosato St. Andrew’s Church as
a starting point, this paper will give some thoughts on Christian evangelism in Japan

from an intercultural understating point of view.
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