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Abstract

After 1873, when Christianity became legal in Japan, Christian beliefs began
spreading all over the nation. As syncretization being one of the Japanese cultural
characteristics, some Japanese tried to grasp Christianity in the Japanese context and
established their made-in-Japan Christianity. Imaizumi Genkichi’s Mikuni movement
was one of them. Mikuni activists published their monthly Mikuni magazines from 1935
to 1943 with Imaizumi as its chief editor. The Mikuni, born out of an intercultural
turmoil between a foreign religion and Japanese traditional ideas, was right-wing in its
opinions, actively pro-war, and riddled with anti-Jewish remarks. This anti-Semite
attitude was seen not only in the Mikuni but also in non-Christian Japanese during
that period. In this paper, the author tries to argue that the anti-Semitism in Japan of
the early Showa era, which probably influenced the Mikuni, should be one of the reasons
why Japanese Christians were persecuted and controlled by the Japanese government
in the 1930s and 40s. Due to the limited number of pages, this introductory paper
mainly outlines the Japanese-ness, made-in-Japan Christianity, and the Anti-Semite
movement around the world including Japan and the Mikuni, leaving the details of the

anti-Semitism in the Mikunito another paper following this current one.
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