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Anti-Semitism and Anti-Globalism in IMAIZUMI Genkichi’s Mikuni — What We Find
in the Mikuni Special Issues of KAGAWA Toyohiko during World War I —
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Abstract

The Mikuni, a magazine of Christianity made-in-Japan, had three special issues of
KAGAWA Toyohiko in 1942, about one year after the Pearl Harbor attack. KAGAWA was
a prominent, worldly well-known Christian before, during and after World War II. The
Mikuni gradually drifted from its Christian faith and landed on the strong, military-
oriented patriotism, the ideology which dominated Japan in the 1930s and the first half
of the 1940s. The Mikuns writers criticized KAGAWA harshly, using strong words of
Anti-Semitism. In this paper, the author argues that the Mikuni writers accused
globally minded KAGAWA because they believed that the globalism was a trap carefully
placed by the Jews, waging in the Japanese territory and smashing its traditions. To
the Mikuni, World War II had to be fought not only to defend sacred Japan against the
Jewish globalism but also to start a new one which would be led not by the Jews but by
the Japanese. As the war ended, however, this dream of theirs also ended. In order not
for the history to repeat, we must revisit and learn from the past, which should be one

of the keys to open up peace to our future.
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